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WELCOME ... to the 1986 Astoria Regatta Historic Homes Tour. 


Not only is the annual tour a fund raising event for the Clatsop 
County Historical Society---speeding up the day the Heritage Center 
Museum and Art Gallery will be beautified with a fresh layer of 
Daint---but it is our way to affirm that Astoria's old buildings 
give pleasure to many people. . 


Last year, the consultants hired by the City of Astoria to inventory 
the historical resources on the north side of the hill found that of 
2,258 properties, 39% are historic and 28% are contributing. They 
called this “a fantastic concentration" for a city in Oregon. 


The buildings on the tour today fit those descriptions. They were 
chosen because they represent a cross section of the architectural 
styles used by Astoria architect John E. Wicks. 


Born to a Swedish-speaking family who lived on the west coast of 
Finland in 1878, Wicks came to this country when about 19 and spent 
a few years in the Denver area working in the mines and learning 
English. A skilled carpenter, it was natural for him to want to 
make blueprints, not just follow them. Registering for a three- 
year architectural course at a small college in Kansas, he finished 
in one year by studying 18 hours a day. Upon traveling to Astoria 
to visit his brother, he established his office here in May 1904. 


We are indebted to daughters Ethel Wicks and Ebba Wicks Brown for 
information about their father. They have written articles which 
will appear in the next issue of the CCHS quarterly Cumtux. 


We also thank the Daily Astorian for printing the driving tour in 
the Regatta tabloid which identifies 40 of Wicks'desian projects. 


Numbers in this booklet correspond with those in the driving tour. 
We encourage vou to do the full tour, reading the fuller descrip- 
tions here for the buildings which are open. The routes are differ- 
ent, however, so choose one or the other, this being more direct 

in the downtown area. 


We know you will enjoy experiencing the talent of Astoria's 
architect, John E. Wicks. 





Driver: 


We advise walking from 

Flavel House to the First 
Pee romn z 3 2 Baptist Church, especial- 
on, ——— ae ly on Saturday. 
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2. First Baptist Church, 1922 
S.W. corner 7th & Commercial 


Formerly located in the old Congregational Church on S.W. corner 
10th & Exchange, the Baptists had bought this site in 1921, and 
this commodious building was under construction at the time of the 
December 8, 1922 fire which destroyed most of downtown Astoria 
including much of Wicks' early work. 


Besides the sanctuary, Sunday school rooms, unfinished basement, 
and office, the building was equipped with a second-story 
apartment for Rev. and Mrs. Gottberg. Significant interior 
features include the beautiful stained glass windows, high-backed 
pews, and rounded front wall which is said to account for the fine 
accoustics. 


Located on the edge of Astoria's Chinatown, their service to that 
ethnic group is noteworthy. 


Information in this booklet comes mainly from the Wicks daughters 
and from our research at the Astoria Public Library. If corner- 
stones or conversations don't agree, it may be that dates of con- 
tracts, desian drawings, construction, acceptance, and dedication 
may be variously given---sometimes a difference of many years. In 
this tour, we prefer date on drawings, if known. 


Driver: Go south (away from 
the river) on either 7th or 
8th, then east on Exchanae. 


If your group likes to walk . Ft 
we suggest parking on a 
Franklin and go to 5, 8, & 
9 on foot. 





5. Zion Lutheran Church, 1947 
S.W. corner 12th & Exchange 2 a2% 


The bi-lingual Finnish-American church purchased this site in 1944. 
Astoria's only poured concrete brick-faced church aradually took 
shape---the brick and bell tower finally being completed in 1958, 
the 75th anniversary of the founding of the church in 1883. The 
inspiration for the modern style---unusual for Wicks---is master 
architect Eliel Saarinen, president of Cranbrook Academy of Art, 
Detroit, where his daughter Ebba was persuing advanced studies in 
architecture. Modern architecture owes much to the Saarinens. Son 
Eero is famous for the TWA terminal at New York's Kennedy Airport 
and the St. Louis Arch. 


In 1974, the congregations of Zion and Trinity Lutheran churches 
merged and adopted the name Peace. When the older building be- 
came Clatsop Community College's performing arts center, the Gothic 
window over the altar was moved to this church were you see it in 
the entry. 


The location of the church office on 12th Street is that of Judge 
Olney's Carpenter Gothic style residence pictured on page 2 of the 
Summer 1982 issue of Cumtux. Before the renaming of downtown 
streets in 1895, 12th Street was known as Olney Street, which now 
designates a portion of Highway 202 on the south edge of town--- 
causing some confusion to budding local historians. 





8. First Church of Christ Scientist, 1951 
S.E. corner 11th & Franklin 


In 1920, the congregation was meeting in Wicks' original Red Men 
Hall. After the fire, a new church was built on Harrison between 
11th & 12th. However, when they realized it was too big for them 
they sold it to First Christian Church and built here. 


- The style is described as New Formalism. A row of square columns 
two stories tall march across the west facade of this crisp little 
building. In 1977, the ground floor rooms were expanded into the 
space between the columns. 


A study of lines and forms reveals intriguing relationships, such 
as the bottom of the west windows lines up with the top of the 
front door. This architectural jewel remains an asset to the 
place where Astoria's residential and commercial zones meet. 





9. Improved Order of Red Men Hall, 1923 
N.E. corner 12th & Grand 


The Red Men were called "The Sons of Liberty" when they organized 
in 1765 to defend the rights of American colonists, and were later 
the chief actors in the "Boston Tea Party". After the Revolution- 
ary War, with the British gone, the group declined, but in 1833, 
it reorganized as a fraternal order with bywords of "Liberty" and 
"Friendship". The ladies' counterpart was the Degree of Pocohontas. 
In Astoria, Concomly Tribe #7 organized in 1892. Other tribes 
formed in Seaside, New Astoria (Flavel), Svensen, and Clifton. 

In 1896, a pow-wow was held in Seaside. A special train with 400 
Red Men left Astoria and with no stops made it to the Seaside pic- 
nic grounds in 40 minutes. 


Wicks’ first known job in Astoria was to design their original hall 
located on the north side of Exchange about 50' west of 12th in 
1905. It burned in December 1922. The following year, he designed 
this replacement. 


By 1921, the Red Men had over 519,789 members, but enrollment 
slipped during the depression and war years, until now there are 
only about 30,000 members nationwide. 


Ownership of this hall passed to Clatsop County, then to Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, and within the last few months to Astoria Church 
of Christ. 
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Driver: Go up 11th Street 
to Irving, turn left (yield 
to traffic coming down hill 
from your right). At the 
stop sign on 12th, turn 
right one block, then left 
onto Jerome. Park as soon 
as you can after the jog 

in the street. 





15. Otto A. Owen House, 1922 
1332 Jerome 


You too can own a historic house! Usually our tours don't include — 
vacant houses, but since we are focusing on architecture today, 

not antiques, perhaps you will enjoy wandering through the empty 
rooms and envision where you would place your furniture. Also, 
enjoy the architectural details of this fine home---the beveled 
leaded windows, built-in buffet, hardwood floor, octagonal tile 
floor in bathroom, etc. 


Rising from a grocery store clerk in 1908, Scandinavian-American 
Bank assistant in 1910, to partner in Owen & Peeke Feed & Grain Co. 
in 1920, Otto Owen was elected to Astoria school board in 1920 and 
was general manager of the 1921 Clatsop County Fair. Because of 
his leadership on the fair board through the years, when Wicks 
designed the new county fair building in 1941, it was dedicated 

to Otto Owen. 


P.S. Along with Dr. R.W. Kullberg, John E. Wicks, and a handful 
of other dedicated people, Otto Owen helped to found the 
Clatsop County Historical Society whose first order of business 
was to keep Flavel House from being turned into a parking lot! 


Driver: Go east on Jerome 
to 15th, turn right for 
three blocks, then turn 
right on Niagara. At the 
8th St. stop sign, turn 
right for two blocks, then 
left on Lexington. After 
going up and down the roller 
coaster and around two sharp 
curves, you will turn right 
on Pacific---signalled by a "Dangerous Intersection" sign. 
Park on Pacific, NOT on West Lexington. 





21. Peter G. Cosovich House, 1933 
N.W. corner West Lexington & Pacific 


Pete's father left Yugoslavia in 1879 at the age of 14. While on 


the way to Alaska, his ship Great Republic wrecked on Sand Island. 
Brought to Astoria by rescuers, he liked it and stayed. 


Pete grew up in the Scow Bay Yugoslav community, earned a business 
degree at OSC, then started his own business---Astoria Stationery 
Co. He was president of Astoria Yacht Club, Kiwanis Club, Chamber 
of Commerce (4 terms), and active in American Legion, Astoria 
Regatta Association, Civic-County Concerts, Boy Scouts, and much 
more. He was Mayor of Astoria from 1951 to 1958. In 1969, the 
Greater Astoria Area Chamber of Commerce gave him the prestigious 
"George Award" for not letting George do it. 


We are so grateful to Mrs. Cosovich for inviting us to tour the 
first floor of her lovely home. She is the last original owner of 
a Wicks house. She can tell fascinating stories of arguments she 
had with the architect, making sure he had the house built to her 
specifications. Delightfully furnished, it must be the last Wicks 
house with original kitchen counter and cabinets. The fireplace 
was built by John Helstrom (see #26 in auto tour). 


Driver: Find your way back to West Lexington and follow it down the 
hill to Alameda where you stop, then turn left. Bear right, go 
down Glasgow and Denver to Hwy. 202. Turn left. See if you can 


drive past Astoria High 
School without stoppina at 
the Pie and Antiques Fair. 
Continue east on Hwy. 202 
(Don't cross any bridges). 
When you have driven approx 
1.8 miles east of the foot 
i of 7th St., be prepared to 
oe eee eee eee §=6turn left where the plastic 

— mg Ee: smi nennants are. Be sure the 
one-lane road is clear before you enter or someone will have to 
back up all the way. 





25. Judge Thomas S. Cornelius House, 1910 
Rt 1, Box 959, Highway 202 (Just outside the city limits.) 


In 1845, 19 year-old Thomas R. Cornelius crossed the plains in a 
covered wagon. Later, he founded the town of Cornelius, Oregon. 
His son Thomas S. continued the trek west when he came to Astoria 
to work in a butcher shop, then bought the old Krossel homestead 
which he named Evergreen Farm. In 1902 he was elected county 
assessor, which position he held for ten years during which time he 
also supervised his dairy ranch. He was the first assessor in the 
state to cruise timber holdings and assess them for taxes. Previ- 
ous to then, timber owners paid no taxes on their holdings. From 
1912-14, he devoted his entire attention to his farm. 


In 1914, he was elected County Judge and moved to town. He served 
as judge until 1928. According to his obituary, he built more con- 
crete roads than any other judge in the state except for Multnomah 
county. He was the first judge in the state to merge all road dis- 
tricts outside incorporated cities into one district. 


In February 1910, the local newspaper reports, "Architect J.E. Wicks © 
is preparing plans for a handsome farm house to be erected for 
Assessor T.S. Cornelius in his Evergreen Farm on Youngs River. The 
residence will be spacious, of the most approved style of architec- 
ture, and as convenient as any in the city. When completed it will 
cost $5,000 and be one of the finest farm dwellings in the county." 


A month later another article listed the (continued on next nage) 
10 





Driver: Return to Hwy 202. 
Approx. .& mile from there, 
turn right, go up Williams- 
port Road. Find your way to 
15th and go north to Jerome, 
right to 16th and down the 
hill one block. Unless you 
like parking on hills, you 
may wish to park on Irving 
or Grand Avenue. 


30. John E. Wicks House, 1919 
792 16th 





What a privilege to be able to tour the house Wicks designed and 
built himself! Three daughters---Ethel, Esther, and Ebba (all 
graduates of University of Oregon)---were reared here. Ethel, a 
school librarian, lived here until 1969 when it was sold to Rod 
Grider who joined the architectural firm after Wicks' death (When 
he died on his 85th birthday, he was the oldest practicing archi- 
tect in Oregon). 


Although the kitchen was modernized by the next owner, the original 
genesero mahogany breakfast nook was happily retained. We do thank 
the renters, Coast Guard pilot and Mrs. Scott Pollock, whose 

attractive furniture well suits the house, for inviting us to tour. 


#25 continues: 

subcontractors: Foundation and basement, Chris Larsen; Carpenter 
work, E. Gustafson; Plumbing & steam heat, J.H. Hansen; Brick & 
plastering, McGuire & Jamison, and noted that "It will cost in the 
neighborhood of $6,000. 


In 1912, the paper reported that Cornelius was having an electric 
lighting plant installed---the first of its type to be shown in the 
west. It included an Edison storage battery. We are indebted to 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Linehan for hosting us. The house is bursting 
with years of handicraft and collecting, including a collection of 
antique carpenter tools. The interior woodwork is especially 
ornate. 11 


Driver: Continue down 16th to Exchange, where you may wish to visit 
the Heritage Center, open until 5:00 p.m. We suggest a Flavel House 
centennial medallion as your preferred souvenir of the day. 


We hope you have enjoyed this John E. Wicks commemorative tour. 
If you are not members of CCHS, you may wish to use a membership 
envelope. The $15 fee will guarantee that you will receive four 
issues of our fine magazine, including the articles with more 
detailed information about John E. Wicks. 


You will also receive a monthly newsletter which announces our many 
activities, such as the Oregon Dixieland Jubilee, October 10, 11, & 
12. Thirteen bands from the western states play almost non-stop 

at interesting lounges and halls in Astoria, Seaside and Gearhart. 


"Immigrant Christmases in Uppertown" is the theme of the winter 
Historic Homes Tour, December 13 & 14, 1986. Plans being made 
now suggest that it will be as jolly as "Christmases Remembered" 
was last year. We hope you will return. 


Should you need to contact the Clatsop County Historical Society, 


call (503) 325-2203 or address a letter to 1618 Exchange Street, 
Astoria OR 97103. 
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Guide to architectural styles of John E. Wicks* 


1907 Four Square 


1908 Colonial Revival 


1910 Craftsman 


1917 Bungalow 


1917 Georgian 


1920 Prairie 


1922 Norman Farmhouse 


1923 Commercial, Terra Cotta 


1923 Neo-Classical Revival 


1925 Italian Villa 


1931 Gothic Revival 


1931 English Tudor — 


1932 Spanish Colenial Revival 


1933 Cape Cod 


1941 New Deal Colonial 
1947 Modern 


1951 New Formalism 


#34 
# 6 


#4 
#38 
#33 
#10 


#20 
#2] 


#26 
ey. 
# 9 


Henry Sherman House 
(Mrs. J.E. Dickson) 

Dr. Alfred Kinney House 
(Home Apartments ) 


Judge T.S. Cornelius House : 
(Dr. Charles Linehan) ae 
Charles DeForce House ¥ 


(Richard Walker) 
W.P. O'Brien House 


(Dr. Timothy Borman) oa ae 
Austin Osburn House ' a 
(Ed Luoma) 
Roy Salisbury House aaa 
(Mrs. Morgan Coe) a 


Miller-Jeffers Building 2 
(Compleat Photographer) San 
Astoria National Bank 
(Vacant) — By 
Wicks-Osburn Building he 
(Shallon Winery) oe 34) 
Trinity Lutheran Church Pee 
(Performing Arts Center) .— 
Presbyterian Church Annex.- 
Dr. R.W. Kullberg House ————™ 
(Dr. Duane Jue) 3 
Peter Cosovich House 
(Mrs. Peter Cosovich) 
John Helstrom Invest. House 
(Charles Gustafson) 
Zion Lutheran Church 
(Peace Lutheran Church) ; 
Christian Science Church 1 


re Numbers refer to nine-mile automobile tour published in the 
Daily Astorian which describes 38 buildings designed by Wicks. 


